A Message from
Judge White

In creating Early Childhood Court (ECC), the Florida
Legislature has recognized that children under the
age of five, accrue to 50% of children in out of-home
care.

Studies have also shown that healthy attachment
and early brain development is crucial to a child's
future well-being. In addition, early trauma has
shown to have lifelong impacts on children and can
be a pipeline to a multitude of societal problems.

When | was assigned to Okeechobee dependency
court, | immediately started researching and
focusing on what we could do to help the children in
dependency.

This program will give Okeechobee citizens access to
resources that are often unavailable to them.

Your Family Team:

This team is here to support you and your
child(ren) as you navigate this transition,
while nurturing and strengthening your

bond along the way.
Judge:
Rebecca White

Attorney:
Name:

Phone:

E-mail:

Case Worker:
Name:

Phone:

E-mail:

Guardian Ad Litem (CAM):
Name:

Phone:

E-mail:

Child Caregiver:
Name:

Phone:

E-mail:

Child-Parent Psychotherapist:

Name:

Phone:

E-mail:

Program Coordinator:
Name: Melanie Rathbun

Phone:772-200-1124

E-mail: RathbunMe@circuit19.org
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What is Early Childhood Court

Early Childhood-Court (ECC) is a
Problem-Solving Court addressing the
welfare of children under the age of
five. It recognizes the unique needs of
both theparent and child with the goal
always focused on'the best interest of
the child.

Parent-child relationship is enhanced,
by participatingin/Child-Parent
Psychotherapy (CPP) and working on
the completion of your case plan
services in order to achieve
permanency.

How Does it Work?

Early Childhood Court is a voluntary program.
Your commitment and engagementin the
services offered through this programis
crucial to your success.

You and your child(ren) will be working
closely with your family team. They will
connect you with specialized services to
assist you in completing your case plan tasks
and enhance your child's development, all
with the goal of supporting lasting positive
change for you and your family.

You and your family team meet monthly to
review your case, share your
accomplishments, address any barriers and
help you with your progress.

You will appear in court monthly to discuss
your progress with Judge White.

Benefits of Early
Childhood Court
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What is Child-Parent
Psychotherapy
Child-Parent Psychotherapy (CPP) is an
evidence-based intervention for children
0-5. It is focused on the science of early
childhood development, attachment,
trauma, and resilience.

You and your child(ren) will have a trained
clinician specialized in trauma prevention

and treatment, who will support youin
order to strengthen your parent-child
relationship.

The goal is to improve safety, well-being,
and permanency by focusing on healing
trauma of both you and your child(ren) in
order to break the cycle of
intergenerational trauma.

Criteria to Qualify

Ages: Children 0 to 5 who are in out-of-
home placement due to allegations of
abuse and/or neglect.

Residency: Parents must live and have
an open dependency casein
Okeechobee County.

Exclusion: Cases in which Department
of Children and Families (DCF) seek
immediate termination of parental
rights and/or the parent is determined
unable to benefit from ECC services
due to severe intellectual disability or
severe psychopathology. Cases with
egregious maltreatment where the
perpetrator is unknown or current/
potential criminal charges related to
the case.
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