Media Coverage Guidelines

Nineteenth Judicial Circuit of Florida

To preserve courtroom decorum, protect the rights of all parties, and maintain courthouse security, media
representatives are expected to comply with the following guidelines when covering court proceedings:

Before Arriving at Court

Coordination & Access

» Contact the presiding judge’s office regarding courtroom access and media coverage procedures.
 Follow all communication procedures established by Court Administration and the Clerk of Court.
» Media credentials must be clearly displayed at all times while inside courthouse facilities.

Required Review

All media representatives must review and comply with:

* Nineteenth Judicial Circuit Administrative Order 2014-05
* Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.450

Courtroom Conduct

To maintain a professional courtroom environment, media representatives must:

» Dress appropriately for court proceedings

» Maintain proper courtroom decorum

 Silence all phones and electronic devices

» Refrain from eating, drinking, or chewing gum in the courtroom

« Avoid unnecessary movement or conversations during proceedings

Courtroom Access & Seating

* Open court proceedings may be attended by the media if seating is available.

» Unless otherwise directed by the presiding judge, seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis.
» Media access begins once the courtroom is opened to the public by court security personnel.

« All media equipment is subject to inspection by court deputies.

Pool Coverage Procedures

As outlined in Rule 2.450, only one video camera and operator, one still camera and operator, and one audio
recording device and operator are permitted to cover a court proceeding. Additional cameras and recording
devices, including those not turned on or recording, must remain outside of the courtroom.

» Assignment of pool cameras is the responsibility of the media.

» Pool camera operators must provide shared video feeds to other media organizations upon request.

« If only one media organization is present at the start of proceedings, that organization must provide
pooled coverage for media arriving later.



Cameras & Recording Equipment

Permitted Equipment

The following are permitted during court proceedings:

Video Camera 1 operator
Still Camera 1 operator
Audio Recording Device 1 operator

Additional cameras or recording devices must remain outside the courtroom.

Equipment Requirements

» Cameras must operate silently and be mounted on tripods.
» Recording devices may not produce distracting lights or sounds.
» Additional courtroom lighting is prohibited.

Laptop & Electronic Device Use

Media representatives may use laptops provided that:

» Devices operate silently
» Devices remain on the user’s lap
» No additional seating space is occupied
» Devices operate on battery power only
Extension cords and external power cabling are prohibited inside the courtroom.

Microphones & Cabling

» Microphone placement must be approved by the presiding judge or designated court personnel.
» Cabling must be properly secured and may not create safety hazards or obstruct movement.
» Equipment may not damage courtroom furnishings or flooring.

Equipment Setup & Placement

Setup Procedures

Setup and breakdown of equipment may occur only:

» Before court begins
» During recesses
* When court is not in session

Placement Requirements

» Equipment must not obstruct courtroom operations or public access.
» Photographers and camera operators must comply with all positioning instructions from the presiding
judge.



Recording & Interview Restrictions

Media representatives may not:

» Record or broadcast sidebar or bench conferences

» Record attorney-client communications

» Record private discussions between attorneys or between counsel and the judge
» Conduct interviews in the presence of jurors

* Interfere with courthouse security or movement of the public

Interviews Inside Courthouse Facilities

Interviews may not:

 Disrupt court proceedings
» Obstruct hallways, doorways, or public areas
« Interfere with courthouse operations or security
Jurors may only be interviewed after release from service and solely at the discretion of the individual juror.

Proceedings Outside the Courtroom

For proceedings conducted outside the courtroom — including jury views or crime scene visits — media
representatives must comply with all instructions issued by:

e The presiding judge
» Court security personnel
* The Sheriff's Offices of the respective county

Additional Restrictions

Portable signal distribution systems, including portable microwave transmission systems, are prohibited within
courthouse facilities.

Media Contact Information

For questions regarding courtroom media coverage or administrative procedures, please contact Kara
Lawson, Chief Deputy Court Administrator, at publicinformation@circuit19.org.

For questions about case-specific issues — including hearing dates, times, court filings, and case records —
please contact the Clerk of Court in the county where the case is filed.

County Website Phone

Indian River County indianriverclerk.com (772) 226-3100
Martin County martinclerk.com (772) 288-5576
Okeechobee County myokeeclerk.com (863) 763-2131
St. Lucie County stlucieclerk.gov (772) 462-6900
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