
TEMPORARY PROCEDURES  
JUDGE HEISEY-OKEECHOBEE CIRCUIT COURT 

FELONY DIVISION AND JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
Updated : 5/5/2020 11:02 AM 

 
In Re: Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID-19) 

 
See AOSC20-23 Amendment 1, In re: Comprehensive COVID-19 Emergency Measures for the Florida 
State Courts. 

 

This Court will be entering orders concerning non-essential proceedings, cancelling/continuing and/or resetting 
matters as per the current Administrative Order.  The Clerk of Court will be noticing new court dates and times.   

If you are a defendant, please stay in contact with your attorney. 

Please be sure to check this webpage regularly for updates 

 

 
FELONY:  Online scheduling is suspended until further notice.   

 The Court will/may hear the following: 

1. Negotiated pleas and open pleas (in-custody only), as well as pleas that result in release 
from the county jail.  You must follow the procedures below.   

2. Motions to modify monetary bond for defendants in custody. 
3. If you are requesting a hearing, you must provide a copy of the filed motion and an 

accurate amount of time required by both parties in an email to OCJudge2@circuit19.org.   
After reviewing same, the Court will advise if it will conduct a hearing.  If so, you will be 
provided with a date and time via Zoom appearance.  Appearances are via Zoom and it 
shall be the responsibility of the attorneys to advise all parties and witnesses of the Zoom 
appearance information. 

4. Felony arraignments will take place as scheduled for in-custody defendants. 
 

PROCEDURE FOR SCHEDULING OF CHANGE OF PLEAS 
(IN-CUSTODY ONLY) 

 
1. Defendant reviews and signs written plea form with defense counsel. 
2. Defense counsel scans and emails the plea form to the assistant state attorney. 
3. Assistant state attorney digitally signs plea form and emails the plea form and an accurate 

criminal punishment code score sheet to defense counsel. 
4. Defense counsel reviews the score sheet for accuracy and if there are no objections, emails the 

signed plea form and score sheet to the Judicial Assistant at OCJudge2@circuit19.org with their 
request for a change of plea hearing.  No hard copy plea forms/scoresheets will be accepted in 
open court.  Please consider witness availability for an open plea.  You must provide the Court 
with the amount of time necessary for an open plea. 

5. At the time a date and time for the COP is provided by the Judicial Assistant, a Zoom Invitation 
will be provided as well.  Please contact the Judicial Assistant via email if you have not received 
the Zoom Invitation information. 

6. Witnesses shall appear via Zoom.  It is the responsibility of the attorney to provide the necessary 
Zoom information to the witness(es).  In-custody defendants shall appear by video from the jail 
via Courtroom “D” video.   
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