
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


IN AND FOR ST. LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA

ORDER GOVERNING SUMMARY JURY TRIAL PROCEDURES
1.     THIS ORDER is entered pursuant to Rule 1.200 of the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure and the inherent power of the Court to control its docket.

2.     In order to aid the disposition of this action, the Court deems it appropriate to seek lay perceptions of the parties’ positions as aids to arrive at an equitable basis for further settlement discussions.  Therefore, this action is designated as being appropriate for a non-binding Summary Jury Trial proceeding.  A non-binding Summary Jury Trial shall be held on at the St. Lucie County Courthouse, 218 South 2nd Street, Fort Pierce, Florida in a Courtroom I.
3.     The action shall be in trial readiness form when called for Summary Jury Trial.  No additional discovery, witnesses, or exhibits shall be allowed after the Summary Jury Trial, absent agreement of the parties or Court Order.

4.     This action shall be heard before a non-binding advisory, six-member jury, to be selected from the general venire.  Counsel for Plaintiff(s) and Defendant(s) will be permitted two peremptory challenges each to the venire or otherwise as Ordered by the Court.

5.    Counsel for Plaintiff(s) on voir dire will be limited to twenty (20) minutes and counsel for Defendant(s), fifteen (15) minutes.  Where possible, counsel shall direct questions to the entire twelve person panel.

6.     Prior to trial, counsel shall confer on the proposed jury instructions and verdict forms to reach an agreement as to their use.  One day prior to trial, counsel shall submit abbreviated written jury instructions and jury advisory opinions (verdicts) to the Clerk of Court.  In addition, counsel shall submit brief memoranda on any novel issue of law or evidence presented.   Counsel shall also provide to the Clerk of Court one day prior to trial a brief description of the case at issue that is to be read by the Clerk to the jury.   

7.     The appearance of counsel who will try the case and client or representative of each party with full authority to enter into a full and complete compromise and settlement shall attend the Summary Jury Trial.  If insurance is involved, an adjuster with authority up to the policy limits shall also attend.

8.     All evidence shall be presented through the attorneys for the parties, who may incorporate arguments on such evidence in their presentations.  Only evidence that would be admissible at trial upon the merits may be presented.  Counsel may only present factual representations supportable by reference to discovery materials only.   Statements, reports, and depositions may be read from but not at undue length.  Physical exhibits, including documents may be exhibited during a presentation and submitted for the jury’s consideration.  Exhibits will be returned to counsel after the verdict.

9.     Counsel for Plaintiff(s) shall be limited to a combined opening and closing arguments with an overview of the exhibits to sixty (60) minutes.  Counsel for the Defendant(s) shall be limited to sixty (60) minutes.

10.     Prior to trial, counsel shall confer with regard to physical exhibits, including documents and reports, and reach such agreement as is possible as to the use of such exhibits.

11.     Objections will be received, if in the course of a presentation, counsel goes beyond the limits of propriety in representing statements as to evidence or argument thereon or if use of physical exhibits is an issue.

12.     After counsel’s presentations, the jury will be given an abbreviated charge on the applicable law.

13.     The jury may return either a unanimous verdict or a special verdict.  A special verdict will be an anonymous statement of each juror’s findings or liability and/or damages.  Both a consensus verdict and a special verdict will be known as the jury’s advisory opinion.  The jury will be encouraged to return a unanimous verdict.  If the jury has not reached a unanimous verdict after forty-five (45) minutes of deliberation, they will be questioned as to whether they can reach a unanimous verdict and, if not, then they will be given special anonymous verdict forms.  Any advisory opinion by the jury will be nominated “Advisory Verdict” and will be made a matter of record.

14.     Unless specifically ordered by the Court, the proceedings will not be recorded.  Counsel may, if so desired, arrange for a court reporter.  Jurors shall be allowed to take notes.

15.     Counsel may stipulate that a unanimous verdict by the jury will be deemed a final determination on the merits and that judgment will be entered thereon by the Court, or may stipulate to any other use of the verdict that will aid in the resolution of the case.  Absent stipulation, any jury’s advisory opinion has no binding effect on the parties.

16.     After the advisory opinion is returned, the parties then will negotiate to reach a settlement with mediation to take place within seven (7) days following the Summary Jury Trial.   If the case is not resolved, the case will then proceed to trial as scheduled.  Mediation shall not begin prior to the Summary Jury rendering its verdict.
17.     The Court may, in its discretion, direct the Clerk or his/her deputies to perform certain functions during this proceeding which would normally be performed by the Judge.

18.     These rules shall be construed to secure the just, speedy and inexpensive conclusion of the Summary Jury Trial procedures.

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Ft. Pierce, St. Lucie County, Florida this 
____________________________________

BURTON C. CONNER 
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NOTICE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact Corrie Johnson, 250 NW Country Club Drive, Suite 217, Port St. Lucie FL 34986, (772) 807-4370 within 2 working days of your receipt of this [describe notice]; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.
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